
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time   October 11, 2026    
Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and forever. Amen.

A “Pro-Life Baby Shower” sponsored by SH Parish will be held to
benefit the Wyoming Valley Chapter of Pennsylvanians for Human
Life.  The requested donations include new and unused baby items
such as sleepers, blankets/afghans, quilts, washcloths and towels
(sizes newborn to 24 months), disposable diapers, etc.  Donations
can be placed in receptacle located in the SH church narthex until
November 1. Monetary donations are also gratefully accepted and
can be placed in the collection basket or sent to the parish office in
a marked envelope indicating a donation to the “Baby Shower.”
Checks should be made payable to Pennsylvanians for Human Life.

Both parish offices will be closed on Monday, October 12. The SM
office will reopen on Tuesday, October 13 at 9:30am, and SH office
on Wednesday, October 14 at 8:30 am.

“Cemetery Sunday” devotions will take place this year on Sunday,
Nov. 1, beginning at 1pm in SH church.  We will begin with the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the praying of the
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.  The names of parishioners from
both our parishes who died and were buried from our churches since
last year’s devotions will be read aloud.  You are invited to bring
photos of your deceased loved ones and place them on the table in
front of the St. Joseph side altar.  After Solemn Benediction and
Reposition, a procession will form to SH cemetery while the faithful
sing the Litany of the Saints.  The faithful who cannot walk in the
procession may drive to the cemetery.  Father will then bless the
cemetery and visitation of the graves by the faithful will follow.
Traditional Polish, Latin and English hymns will be sung.  Please
join in praying for the peaceful repose of the souls of all the faithful
departed.    

Two Masses will be celebrated on All Souls Day, Monday,
November 2, by Fr. Petro. The first at 7:30 am at Sacred Heart
Cemetery Chapel, Dupont, and the second at 12:10 pm at SS. Peter
and Paul Cemetery Chapel, Moosic. Following the noon Mass, the
traditional Order for Visiting a Cemetery will be held at St. Mary’s
Cemetery in Avoca at 1:00 pm. All are invited to attend as we
remember and pray for our faithful departed.

A Thanksgiving Food Drive for the local poor is being sponsored
by our CCD students in grades 4 & 5 in both parishes.  All CCD
students are invited to bring non-perishable food items to class
beginning this weekend and will continue  through Sunday, Nov.
15.  Parishioners are also invited to bring non-perishable food to
church and place it in the bin which will be in the narthex of both
our churches. This drive will support the Avoca Food Pantry at
Bethel United Methodist Church.  

The 2026-27 Catholic Ministries Appeal has begun.  Commitment
cards for the Appeal have been mailed. Parishioners are asked to
consider what they can contribute to the Appeal. The Catholic
Ministries Appeal benefits thousands of people throughout our
diocese and beyond through good works funded by the Appeal.  As
parish support is critical to the success of the Appeal, our
participation is key.  Gifts of all sizes are welcome.  Thank you to
those who have provided their generous financial support for this
year’s Appeal so far. 

 SH Goal: $33,302.00 - Total Committed: $11,214.00
    SM Goal: $35,115.00 - Total Committed: $7,393.00

All parishioners with families buried at our three cemeteries are
requested to clean their graves prior to November 1.

A special Mass for the Evangelization of Peoples will be celebrated
on Columbus Day, Monday, Oct. 12 at 7:30 am in SH church.  All
parishioners and members of the Knights of Columbus are
encouraged to attend. 

A two-part Adult Theology Series will be held in the SH church
hall at 6:30 pm. Presented by Bill Jones, a former Lutheran pastor
and Catholic convert, these presentations will explore areas of our
faith. The first session, held on Thursday, Oct. 22 entitled The
Magnificent, Awesome and Sacred Truth of What the Church Calls
the Real or True Presence of Christ.  The series will conclude on
Thursday, Nov. 19 with a presentation entitles An Adult Christ at
Christmas. Parishioners from both our parishes as well as members
of the general public are invited to attend these inspiring evenings.

Requiescan in pace: pray for the repose of the soul of Francoise
Ryczak who was buried from SM church.

The Altar & Rosary Society invites all women to their annual
Harvest Fest on Sunday, October 11, 2 pm in the QAP Parish Hall.
All proceeds directly fund the Marian Award scholarships. For more
information, please contact Nancy Adomiak 954-0817, Carol Wood
947-5159, or Carol Trzcinski 650-7300.

ZITI PASTA DINNER will be held in the SH Church Hall on
Saturday, October 17, 3 to 7 pm.  Dine in or take out.  Cost is $12
per dinner and includes ziti with red sauce and dessert. Tickets are
available by contacting any SH Holy Name Society member or may
be purchased at the door. The members of the HNS will be accepting
cake donations for their upcoming Ziti Pasta Dinner. Baked goods
can be dropped off on Saturday Oct 17 from 9 am to 3 pm in the
parish hall.

Cash Bingo in Avoca! You are invited to attend a Cash Bingo
Fundraiser on Sunday, October 18, in Queen of the Apostles Parish
Hall. Doors open at 12 pm. Bingo begins at 1 pm. Admission is $50
per person, which covers playing cards for all 20 regular games.
Participants must be 18 years of age or older to play. Cash prizes for
each of the 20 regular games are set at $100. A special jackpot game
card will be sold separately and features a grand cash prize of
$1,000. A variety of food and non-alcoholic beverages will be
available for purchase. Additionally, volunteers are needed to help
work the event. For more information, to volunteer, or to purchase
tickets, contact John Labrosky, 881-3959. Seating is limited.
Reserve your seat early.

Save the Date!  A combined parish Flea Market will take place on
the weekend of May 22-23, 2027, in SH church hall.  As you do your
fall cleaning, we ask that you hold onto gently used items you no
longer want or need until we begin accepting donations on April 12,
2027. Items that will be accepted include household goods, toys,
holiday decorations, and more. Please note that electronics or
clothing will not be accepted. All proceeds from this event will
directly benefit both of our parish communities, so please save the
date and help support this joint effort.

The Month of the Rosary is October.  Please join in praying the
rosary prior to each Mass in our churches on weekdays and
weekends throughout the month.  Free rosaries are available in the
narthex.

American Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by Queen of the
Apostles Parish will be held in the QAP parish hall Tues., Oct. 20
from 1:30 to 6pm. You can register at www.redcross.org.



The “October Count”, a measure of attendance at Sunday Mass
continues in our parishes through the month of October, along with
parishes around the country.  The measure has been taken for many
centuries, and in some European dioceses it is possible to measure
the level of engagement in worship by the population over the course
of many centuries.  The October count has proven especially critical
in the life of our Church as bishops use the figures to measure the
vitality of parish life, to sketch parish boundaries, and even to decide
when to close, merge, or form new parishes. The ushers are asked
to count at all Masses.

CCD classes have begun! Registration forms are in the narthex and
on our website.  All school-aged children (both public and
homeschoolers) who do not attend Catholic schools in grades 1 to 8
must attend CCD.  Questions? Contact Deborah Yuschovitz (SM) at
457-1284 or Nancy Beccaloni (SH) at sacredheartccd@comcast.net

Students currently enrolled in a Catholic school who are planning
to receive First Holy Communion or Confirmation this year are
required to complete a Religious Formation (CCD) registration
form. Even though these students receive daily religious education
at school, this separate parish registration ensures they are properly
included in all parish sacramental records and preparation events.
Copies of the form can be picked up in the Narthex of both churches,
downloaded from the Parish websites, or requested by calling the
Parish office.

Burial Guidelines from the Vatican: The church continues to
prefer the practice of burying the bodies of the deceased because this
shows a greater esteem towards the departed.  Nevertheless,
cremation is not prohibited unless it was chosen for reasons contrary
to Christian faith.  When cremation of the body has been chosen, the
human cremated remains of the faithful must be laid to rest in a
sacred place (i.e. a cemetery). This helps to ensure that due respect
is shown to the faithful departed and that they are included in the
prayers and remembrance of their family and the Catholic
community

A Halloween Trunk-or-Treat, sponsored by the Dupont
Neighborhood Crime Watch will be held on Sunday, Oct. 25, 4-6
pm in the SH church parking lot. The HNS is participating again this
year and will be handing out a free mini pumpkin to every child who
arrives in costume. If you would like to sponsor a decorated trunk
for the event, please call 570-903-8194 to reserve your spot.

St. Jude Thaddeus is the patron saint of lost causes.  He was one of
the Twelve Apostles and a cousin of Our Lord.  He also authored
the New Testament epistle that bears his name.  Faithful people have
turned to him as a powerful intercessor since the earliest days of the
Church.  We will continue this tradition of prayer in our parishes
and ask St. Jude’s intercession for our many needs.  The Novena to
St. Jude begins Monday, Oct. 19, and concludes on Tuesday, Oct.
27. 

The Diocese of Scranton will host the annual Diocesan Youth Rally
on Saturday, November 7 at Notre Dame Junior/Senior High School,
East Stroudsburg. This event is for students in grades 7 through 12.
The Rally will be from 11:45 am-8 pm, with check-in beginning at
11 am. The theme for this year’s Youth Rally is Do whatever He
tells you, taking its inspiration from John 2:5. The day will consist
of prayer, music, Adoration, keynote speakers, Mass, and
community. To sign up, please reach out to your parish Director of
Religious Education by October 16.

The University of Scranton will host two Open House events for
prospective students and their families on Sunday, Oct. 25, and
Sunday, Nov. 8. At the Open House, participants can learn about
undergraduate majors, meet with faculty, students, admissions,
counselors and financial aid representatives. Call 1-888-
SCRANTON or visit  www.scranton.edu for more information.

Holy Cross High School, Dunmore, will hold an Open House on
Sunday, Nov. 1, 11am-3 pm.  Talk to students, faculty, and coaches
to learn about what the school offers pupils.

Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre, will hold an Open
House on Sunday, Oct. 25, 1-3 pm.  Talk to students, faculty, and
coaches to learn about what the school offers pupils.

Holy Cross High School, Dunmore will hold a Craft Fair on
Sunday, October 18 from 10 am to 4 pm. The event will feature over
50 vendors, homemade food, basket raffles, door prizes and more.
All proceeds benefit student activities fund. Contact Krista Rossi
570-346-7541 for information.

An offering of $3.00 per candle is requested for votive candles in
St. Mary’s Church.  Deposit your offering in either of the two
wooden collection boxes located on the walls near the candle racks. 

 MASS INTENTIONS

Monday (October 12) Weekday (Columbus Day)
7:30 am (SH) Mary & Bernard Opiela

by Diane & Steve McKitish & family
Tuesday (October 13) Weekday
9:00 am (SM) Phyllis Galuska

by daughter, Mary
Wednesday (October 14) St. Callistus I
7:30 am (SH) Edward Smichowski, Sr.

by wife, Annmarie Smichowski
Thursday (October 15) St. Teresa of Jesus
9:00 am (SM) Helen Eckrote

by family
Friday (October 16) St. Hedwig
7:30 am (SH) Ronald May, Sr.

by Scott Hilenski
Saturday (October 17) Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm (SH) Peter & Mary Yablonski

by family
5:30pm (SM) Jason Kuna

by Noreen & Bob Joyce
Sunday (October 18) 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am (SM) Our Parishioners (Missa pro populo)
10:30 am (SH) George Vojta

by Thomas & Dorothy Sheridan

WEEKLY OFFERING
Last Sunday: (SH) $4,546.44 (SM) $ 4,059.00

Building Fund: (SH) $348.00
May the Lord reward your generosity.

The sanctuary candles burn this week in memory of
Tabernacle (SH): Krista Vogue, by grandma, Joan Vogue

Blessed Mother (SH): Leonard, Richard & Marlene Milewski, by 
family

St. Therese (SH): William & David Klimek, by wife-mother
Michelina

Blessed Mother (SM): Edward Oprindick, by wife & family


The offertory gifts (SH): of bread & wine this Sunday in memory of
the Lopata Family, by Bob Lopata

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 11, 2pm, Harvest Festival, QAP Hall
Oct. 15, 6:30pm, SM/SH Choir practice, SH choir loft
Oct. 17, 3-7pm, Ziti pasta dinner, SH Hall
Oct. 18, 8 & 10:30am, CCD Mass, grade 8 will assist
Oct. 18, 1pm, Bingo, QAP Hall
Oct. 20, 1:30-6pm, American Red Cross Blood Drive, QAP Hall
Oct. 22, 6:30pm, SM/SH Choir practice, SH choir loft
Oct. 22, 6:30pm, Theology Series, Part 1, SH Hall

Liturgical Volunteer Schedule

Oct 10-11

4pm: EM: C. Wesley, L: J. Klenner, Acolyte: Collins Family & P.
Suchecki

5:30pm: EM: M. Phillips, L: R. Wright, Acolyte: M. Phillips

8am: EM: N. Adomiak, L: K. Price, Acolyte: J. Dudzinski

10:30am: EM: M. Moletsky, L: T. Satkowski, Acolyte: T., & C.
Papiercavich

Oct 17-18

4pm: EM: B. Jones, L: H. Vogue, Acolyte: M. Hudzinski

5:30pm: EM: C. Trzcinski, L: J. McMahon, Acolyte: JJ Galvin

8am: EM: A. Jake, L: CCD Students, Acolyte: T. Gilchrist

10:30am: EM: J. Donahue, L: L. Rupprecht, Acolyte: A., J., & N.
Rupprecht

Our parish choirs and cantors practice on Thursdays at 6:30 pm
in the SH church choir loft.  New members are encouraged to attend-
contact Anthony George, music director, at 881-9991 or by email at
TPianoman321@gmail.com if you are interested.

The Diocese of Scranton has an open position for a Payroll and
Benefit Generalist. Responsibilities include process payrolls,
coordinating insurance and benefit administration, maintaining time
and attendance recordkeeping and providing a general level of
administrative support for the office.  Interested applicants for this
position are encouraged to visit the diocesan website at
www.dioceseofscranton.org to review a more comprehensive job
description. Applicants are asked to submit a cover letter with salary
requirements and a complete resume with references by October 16,
to jburke@dioceseofscranton.org.
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